17th Sunday after Trinity
27th September 2026
Joint Service:
St Mary’s and St John’s Kidlington
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In this and all our services the indications to sit / stand
are invitations not instructions.
Please adopt whatever posture most suits you.



Hymn: MP 708 - To God be the glory

To God be the glory, great things he hath done;
so loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,

and opened the life gate that all may go in.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,

and give him the glory,; great things he hath done.

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to every believer the promise of God;

the vilest offender who truly believes,

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;

but purer and higher and greater will be

our wonder, our gladness, when Jesus we see.

F. Crosby (1820-1915)

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grace, mercy and peace,

From God our Father

And the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Prayers of Penitence and Absolution

Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess we have failed you as did your first disciples.
We ask for your mercy and your help.

Our selfishness betrays you:
Lord, forgive us.
Christ have mercy.

We fail to share the pain of your suffering:
Lord, forgive us.
Christ have mercy.

We run away from those who abuse you:
Christ have mercy.

We are afraid of being known to belong to you:
Lord, forgive us.
Christ have mercy.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

And pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.



For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

The Collect

Almighty God,

You have made us for yourself

and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you:
Pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself,
And so bring us at last to your heavenly city

Where we shall see you face to face;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen

Reading: Philippians 2. 1-13

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy,
make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same
love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to
the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death--
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,



so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not
only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at
work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn AMNS 123 - Jesu, lover of my soul

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly,

While the gathering waters roll, while the tempest still is high.
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, till the storm of life is past;
Safe into the haven guide; oh, receive my soul at last.

Other refuge have I none, hangs my helpless soul on thee;
Leave, ah! leave me not alone, still support and comfort me.
All my trust on thee is stayed, all my help from thee I bring;
Cover my defenceless head with the shadow of thy wing.

Plenteous grace with thee is found, grace to cleanse from every sin;
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art, freely let me take of thee;

Spring thou up within my heart; rise to all eternity.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 21.23-32
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of
the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question;

if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority
I do these things.



Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,” he will say to us, '"Why then did you not believe him?’ But
if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all
regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “"We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I am doing these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will
not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to
the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he
did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said,
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors
and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of
you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed
him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and
believe him.”

Glory to you, O Lord.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

Please sit Sermon: The Rev’'d Sarah Sewell

The Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Please sit or kneel. These responses may be used
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

And at the end:

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace

The risen Christ stood among his disciples and said “Peace be
with you”. The peace of the Lord be with you always
and also with you

Let us offer one another a sign of peace



Offertory Hymn: AMNS 148 - At the name of Jesus

At the name of Jesus
Ev'ry knee shall bow,
Ev'ry tongue confess him
King of glory now;

'Tis the Father's pleasure
We should call him Lord,
Who from the beginning
Was the mighty Word.

Humbled for a season

To receive a name

From the lips of sinners,
Amongst whom he came.
Faithfully he bore it,
Spotless to the last,

Brought it back victorious
When from death he passed.

In your hearts enthrone him!
There let him subdue

All that is not holy,

All that is not true.

Crown him as your Captain,
In temptation's hour;

Let his will enfold you

In its light and pow'r.

Kindred, this Lord Jesus
Shall return again

With his Father's glory,
With his angel train,

For all wreaths of empire
Meet upon his brow,

And our hearts confess him
King of glory now.

Preparation of the Table

The table is prepared and the bread and wine are placed upon it.



Eucharistic Prayer H

The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;
in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away you did not reject us,

but came to meet us in your Son.

You embraced us as your children

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life

that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened his arms of love upon the cross
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed,

at supper with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;

do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his blood is shed for all.



As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy gifts

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world
we offer you this sacrifice of praise
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.

Amen

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

We sing
Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.



Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

The President and people receive communion. If you prefer a blessing,
please do come forward too, and simply keep your head bowed.

Communion Hymn:

Lord, We come to ask your Healing

Lord, we come to ask your healing,
teach us of love;

all unspoken shame revealing,

teach us of love.

Take our selfish thoughts and actions,
petty feuds, divisive factions,

hear us now to you appealing,

teach us of love.

Soothe away our pain and sorrow,

hold us in love;

Grace we cannot buy or borrow,

hold us in love.

Though we see but dark and danger,
though we spurn both friend and stranger,
Though we often dread tomorrow,

hold us in love.

When the bread is raised and broken,
fill us with love;

Words of consecration spoken,

fill us with love.

As our grateful prayers continue,
make the faith that we have in you
more than just an empty token,

fill us with love.



Help us live for one another,

bind us in love;

Stranger, neighbour, father, mother -
bind us in love.

All are equal at your table,

through your spirit make us able

to embrace as sister, brother,

Bind us in love.

Choir Anthem: Call to Remembrance - Farrant
Prayers after Communion:

Lord we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us,
And make us continually to be given to all good works;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Father of all,

we give you thanks and praise,

that when we were still far off

you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing Please stand

The Lord bless you and watch over you,

the Lord make his face shine upon you

and be gracious to you,

the Lord look kindly on you

and give you peace;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.



Recessional Hymn: MP77

Christ triumphant, ever reigning,
Saviour, Master, King,

Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining,
hear us as we sing:

Yours the glory and the crown,
the high renown, the eternal name.

Word incarnate, truth revealing,
Son of Man on earth!

power and majesty concealing
by Your humble birth:

Yours the glory...

Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated,
victim crucified!

death is through the cross defeated,
sinners justified:

Yours the glory...

Priestly King enthroned for ever
high in heaven above!

sin and death and hell shall never
stifle hymns of love:

Yours the glory...

So, our hearts and voices raising
through the ages long,
ceaselessly upon You gazing,
this shall be our song:

Yours the glory...

Words: Michael Saward. © 1964 Michael Saward / Jubilate Hymns Ltd (M. Saward
1932-2015)

Copyright: Common Worship & Times and Seasons ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2006 CCL No:
267079

‘Hymns Old and New - Hyperlinked’ © Peter Lonsborough 2009



Prayer Ministry Team

If you would like someone to pray personally and simply
with you, for yourself or a loved one, please go to the Lady
Chapel after the service. Two members of the Prayer
Ministry Team will be ready to listen and pray.

Safeguarding

If you, or someone you know, has been impacted by abuse
or has concerns, please speak to the Safeguarding Officer
for our parish, Yo Davies (07865 664451;
safeguarding@kidhp.org.uk) or the Diocesan Safeguarding
Team (01865 208295;
safeguardingreferrals@oxford.anglican.org).

Contact details:

Parish office: office@kidhp.org.uk
Felicity: felicity@kidhp.org.uk
Paul: curatepaul@kidhp.org.uk
Oliver: oliver@kidhp.org.uk
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During Tea / Coffee time this morning......

1. Please visit the fair trade stall in the refectory and stock up.

2. You are invited to take your refreshments back into church and enjoy
the first session in our relaunch of Kidlington Theological Forum.
Each month through the year an accessible speaker will guide us
through the big story of the Old Testament. Today Paul starts us off
with Genesis chapters 1-1. We hear the Bible in small chunks each
week but this is a chance to appreciate the overarching narrative in
Scripture. An accessible talk and then questions. All are welcome.

Tonight in St Mary’s:

CTK warmly invites you to
a Joint Harvest Celebration
supper and service.
5.30pm

This will be cafe style, and we
will share a bring and share
tea (finger foods only please)
while we celebrate with an
informal 'Songs of Praise’
service starting at 6pm. This
is an opportunity to share
together across
denominations and celebrate
God's provision for us.

A big thank you for your support of our young people this year,
especially in our fundraising efforts for the weekend away. Our young
people are now at their residential weekend away. They are participating in
various outdoor activities, while hanging out together and exploring their
faith. Please pray for the weekend, for both young people and leaders, that
it would be a great experience for all and strengthen our community in love
of God and neighbour.



Next Sunday: Harvest Festival celebration in ALL our churches

Harvest Festiva.l
Thanksgiving

St Mary’s Church, Kidlington
Sunday 4th October 2026
10am

Close your eyes and think about your
favourite food. Think about the people
that cooked that food for you...and give
thanks for them.

Think about the ingredients that are
needed to make that food, give thanks for
all those who were involved...the
farmer...the delivery driver... the shop or
supermarket workers...

On this day we are going to think about @

- the harvest we share and how we care for .
~ those whose harvest is not so good. St

All welcome!
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