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Welcome

Opening responses
We meet in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Song

Amazing grace (how sweet the sound)
that saved a wretch like me!

| once was lost, but now am found,
was bound, but now I’'m free.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares
| have already come:

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise

than when we first begun.
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Confession
We are fearfully and wonderfully made,
called to be more like Jesus every day.

But sometimes we get this wrong
in the things we think and say and do.

We need to admit this, and ask for God's forgiveness.

When we are slow to follow the example of Christ,
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

When we fail to be known as Christ's disciples,
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

When we fail to walk the way of the cross,
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Absolution

May the God of love and power Y
forgive us and free us from our sins,

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,

and raise us to new life in Jesus. Amen.

Collect

Almighty God, send down upon your Church

the riches of your Spirit, a
and kindle in all who minister the gospel

your countless gifts of grace;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Reading — Luke 15: 11-32

The Parable of the Lost Son
11 Jesus continued his teaching with this story:

“There was a man who had two sons. > The younger one said to his
father, ‘Father, give me my share of your estate now. | don’t want
to wait until you die, to inherit my money’. So, the father divided his
property between his two sons.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set
off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild
living. 1% After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in
that whole country, and he began to be in great need. ¥*So he went
and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to
the fields to feed pigs. ® The young man was so hungry that he even
longed to fill his stomach with the food that the pigs were eating,
but no one gave him anything to eat.

17“\When he came to his senses, he said, ‘So many of my father’s
hired servants have food to spare, and here | am starving to

death! 8| will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. 1 am no
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired
servants.’ 22So he got up and set out to return to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms
around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and
against you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’



22 “gyt the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best

robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his
feet. 2 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and
celebrate. 2*For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near
the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the
servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has
come,” he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf
because he has him back safe and sound.’

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go into the
house. So his father went out to him, and pleaded with him. 2° But
he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I've been slaving for
you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a
young goat so | could celebrate with my friends. 3° But when this son
of yours, who has squandered your wealth on wild living, comes
home, you kill the fattened calf and throw a party for him!’

31“'My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and
everything | have is yours. 3 But we had to celebrate and be glad,
because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.””

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Reflection — lost and found, broken and restored... )




ong %ﬁ% A L

How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,

That He should give His only Son

To make a wretch His treasure.

How great the pain of searing loss —
The Father turns His face away,

As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.

Behold the man upon a cross,

My sin upon His shoulders;

Ashamed, | hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.

It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished,;

His dying breath has brought me life —
| know that it is finished.

| will not boast in anything,

No gifts, no power, no wisdom;

But | will boast in Jesus Christ,

His death and resurrection.

Why should I gain from His reward?
| cannot give an answer;

But this | know with all my heart —
His wounds have paid my ransom.



Activity/Craft time

eTalking e Making e Mindfulness eThe
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Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair
Lord, in the suffering,

this is our prayer:

Bread for the children,

justice, joy, peace.

Sunrise to sunset, your kingdom increase!

Shelter for fragile lives, cures for their ills,
work for the craftsman, trade for their skills,
land for the dispossessed,

rights for the weak,

voices to plead the cause

of those who can’t speak

God of the poor,

friend of the weak,

give us compassion we pray.
Melt our cold hearts,

let tears fall like rain.

Come, change our love
from a spark to a flame



Refuge from cruel wars, havens from fear,
cities for sanctuary, freedoms to share,

peace to the killing-fields,

scorched earth to green,

Christ for the bitterness, his cross for the pain

God of the poor,

friend of the weak,

give us compassion we pray.
Melt our cold hearts,

let tears fall like rain.

Come, change our love
from a spark to a flame

Rest for the ravaged earth, oceans and streams
plundered and poisoned, our future, our dreams.
Lord, end our madness,

carelessness, greed.

Make us content with

the things that we need

God of the poor...

Lighten our darkness, breathe on this flame
until your justice burns brightly again,

until the nations learn of your ways,

seek your salvation, and bring you their praise

God of the poor...



Intercessions

Where do you recognise brokenness in your own life—
mistakes, regrets, hurts,
or places where you have wandered from God?

The father ran to embrace his son

before he could earn his way back.

What does it mean for you to receive God's love as a gift
rather than something to be deserved?

As you pray, bring your brokenness to Jesus,
giving thanks that through His love

we are not defined by our failures,

but are redeemed, restored, and welcomed home

[this response may be used]
Lord, in your mercy,
Receive our prayer

[at the end we may say]

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers,

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen



Lord’s Prayer

As Jesus taught us, we pray together:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Notices, Birthdays and Celebrations:
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In my wrestling and in my doubts,

in my failures You won't walk out -

your great love will lead me through.

You are the peace in my troubled sea, oh,
you are the peace in my troubled sea.

In the silence, You won't let go,

in the questions your truth will hold -
your great love will lead me through.

You are the peace in my troubled sea, oh,
you are the peace in my troubled sea...
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My lighthouse, my lighthouse,

shining in the darkness, | will follow You...
My lighthouse, my lighthouse,

I will trust the promise -

You will carry me safe to shore (oh ---)
Safe to shore (oh ---) Safe to shore (oh ---)
Safe to shore.

| won't fear what tomorrow brings,

with each morning I'll rise and sing.

My God's love will lead me through -

You are the peace in my troubled sea, oh,
you are the peace in my troubled sea...

My lighthouse, my lighthouse...

Fire before us, You're the brightest,
you will lead us through the storms.

Fire before us, You're the brightest,
you will lead us through the storms.

Fire before us, You're the brightest,
you will lead us through the storms.

Fire before us, You're the brightest,
you will lead us through the storms...

My lighthouse, my lighthouse...

Final words of Blessing
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Refreshments
Do stay for tea/coffee/squash

and a chat lt !'/

All Together at St John’s in 2026

2" August 15t Nov
6t September 6™ Dec — and Christingle
4th Oct — and Harvest

Team Rector: Felicity Scroggie, felicity@kidhp.org.uk
Team Vicar: Oliver Harrison, oliver@kidhp.org.uk
Team Curate: Paul Charles, curate@kidhp.org.uk

Safeguarding

If you, or someone you know,

has been impacted by abuse or has concerns,

please speak to the Safeguarding Officer for our parish,

Yo Davies 07865 664451; safeguarding@kidhp.org.uk

or the Diocesan Safeguarding Team

01865 208295; safeguardingreferrals@oxford.anglican.org

Copyright Hymns are reproduced under CCLI Licence no. 267079

Copyright: Common Worship & Times & Seasons ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2006
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Wordsearch
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Sons Forgiveness

Wealth

Squander
Older

Running

Lost

Younger

Sinned Hunger Celebration

Father

Resentment

Compassion
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