
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 15th March 2026 
Mothering Sunday - Holy Communion  

10am St John’s Kidlington 
 

Any requests to stand or sit are invitations not instructions. 
Please adopt whatever posture most suits you. 
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Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn - You are invited to stand 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord:  
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;  
tender to me the promise of his word;  
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.  
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name:  
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;  
his mercy sure, from age to age the same;  
his holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One.  
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might:  
Powers and dominions lay their glory by;  
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,  
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.  
 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word:  
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.  
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord  
to children's children and for evermore.  
 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926-2024)  
Please sit 
 

Opening responses 
 

We meet in the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, be with you  
and also with you. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world,  
and knows our every word and deed.  
Let us then be open and honest,  
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

For words spoken in haste, in judgement, without love… 
Lord have mercy:  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For choosing not to act when we should,  
turning away, ignoring injustice… 
Christ have mercy:  
Christ, have mercy. 
 
For putting ourselves before others,  
saying “I want” rather than “we should”… 
Lord have mercy:  
Lord, have mercy 
 
Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen  
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The Collect 
 

God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,  
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence  
to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
 
Reading Exodus 2.1-10  

 

Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, and 
she  became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw 
that he  was a fine child, she hid him for three months. But 
when she could  hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket 
for him and coated it  with tar and pitch. Then she placed the 
child in it and put it among  the reeds along the bank of the 
Nile. His sister stood at a distance  to see what would happen 
to him. 
 

Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and 
her  attendants were walking along the riverbank. She saw the 
basket  among the reeds and sent her female slave to get it. 
She opened it  and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt 
sorry for him. “This  is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said.  
Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get 
one of  the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?”  
“Yes, go,” she answered.  
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So the girl went and got the baby’s  mother. Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse  him for me, 
and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed 
him.  
 

When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s  
daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, 
saying, “I  drew him out of the water.”  
 

This is the Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Gradual hymn You are invited to stand 
 

Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
not for ease that prayer shall be, 
but for strength that we may ever 
live our lives courageously. 
 

Not for ever in green pastures 
do we ask our way to be; 
but the steep and rugged pathway 
may we tread rejoicingly. 
 

Not for ever by still waters 
would we idly rest and stay; 
but would smite the living fountains 
from the rocks along our way. 
 

Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
in our wand'rings be our guide; 
through endeavour, failure, danger, 
Father, be thou at our side 
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Gospel reading  Luke 2. 33-35 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
his mother Mary,  
‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed. And a sword will pierce 
your own soul too’.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Please sit 
 
Sermon 
 
Affirmation of Faith - You are invited to stand 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  
source of all being and  life, the one for whom we exist?  
We believe and trust in him.  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  
who took our human  nature,  
died for us and rose again?  
We believe and trust in him.  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,  
who gives life to the people of God  
and makes Christ known in the world?  
We believe and trust in him.  
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This is the faith of the Church.  
This is our faith.  
We believe and trust in one God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
 

Please sit 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

These responses may be used 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
receive our prayer. 
 

And at the end 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

The Peace You are invited to stand 
 

God is love, and those who live in love live in God  
and God lives in them.   
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

All may exchange a sign of peace.  
 
Preparation of the Table 
During the hymn, the gifts of the people are presented.  
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  
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Offertory hymn 
 

Sing we of the blessèd Mother 
who received the angel's word, 
and obedient to his summons 
bore in love the infant Lord; 
sing we of the joys of Mary 
at whose breast that child was fed 
who is Son of God eternal 
and the everlasting Bread. 
 

Sing we, too, of Mary's sorrows, 
of the sword that pierced her through, 
when beneath the cross of Jesus 
she his weight of suffering knew, 
looked upon her Son and Saviour 
reigning high on Calvary's tree, 
saw the price of man's redemption 
paid to set the sinner free. 
 

Sing again the joys of Mary 
when she saw the risen Lord, 
and in prayer with Christ's apostles, 
waited on his promised word: 
from on high the blazing glory 
of the Spirit's presence came, 
heavenly breath of God's own being, 
manifest through wind and flame. 
 

Sing the chiefest joy of Mary 
when on earth her work was done, 
and the Lord of all creation 
brought her to his heavenly home: 
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Virgin Mother, Mary blessèd, 
raised on high and crowned with grace, 
may your Son, the world's redeemer, 
grant us all to see his face. 

 
 

You are invited to sit or kneel  
 

Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God,  
our light and our salvation;  
to you be glory and praise for ever.  
From the beginning you have created all things  
and all your works echo the silent music of your praise.  
 

In the fullness of time you made us in your image,  
the crown of all creation.  
You give us breath and speech,   
that with angels and archangels  
and all the powers of heaven  
we may find a voice to sing your praise:  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.  
As a mother tenderly gathers her children,  
you embraced a people as your own.  
When they turned away and rebelled  
your love remained steadfast.  
 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,  
born of Mary, to be the living bread,  
in whom all our hungers are satisfied.  
He offered his life for sinners,  
and with a love stronger than death  
he opened wide his arms on the cross.  
 

On the night before he died,  
he came to supper with his friends  
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.  
He broke it and gave it to them, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,  
he gave you thanks, and said:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
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Christ has died:  
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

Father, we plead with confidence  
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross;  
we remember his dying and rising in glory,  
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand.  
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you  
these gifts of your creation;  
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.  
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence,  
form us in the likeness of Christ,  
and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
 

Remember, Lord, your Church in every land.  
Reveal her unity, guard her faith,  
and preserve her in peace.  
Bring us at the last with St John the Baptist,   
St Mary the virgin, and all the saints  
to the vision of that eternal splendour  
for which you have created us;  
 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
by whom, with whom, and in whom,  
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  
we worship you, Father almighty,  
in songs of everlasting praise:  
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  

 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  
 
 

We sing 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion or a blessing.  
 
Communion is offered in two kinds - bread and wine both 
together by the priest intincting (dipping) the wafer for you,  
or the wafer alone followed by the common cup.  
 

If you would like to receive the common cup please give a 
simple indication so that we do not intinct your wafer. 
 
Communion hymn 
 

Bread of heav'n, on thee we feed, 
for thy flesh is meat indeed; 
ever may our souls be fed 
with this true and living bread; 
day by day with strength supplied 
through the life of him who died. 
 
Vine of heav'n, thy blood supplies 
this blest cup of sacrifice; 
Lord, thy wounds our healing give, 
to thy cross we look and live: 
Jesus, may we ever be 
grafted, rooted, built in thee. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Loving God,  
as a mother feeds her children 
you feed us in this sacrament   
with the food and drink of eternal life:  
help us who have tasted your goodness  
to grow in grace within the household of faith;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen  
 

 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Notices, Junior Church feedback                             
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Hymn You are invited to stand 
 
Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 
 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word, receive Your people's praise. 
 

Lord, for our land in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt you, 
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without you: 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us - 
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 
past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

 
 
Blessing … 
 

God go before you as your guide 
God go behind you as your defender 
God go beside you as your friend… 
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And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 
 
The Sending Out 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  
In the name of Christ Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Refreshments: Do stay for a drink and a chat 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright: Common Worship & Times & Seasons ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 
2006    
Copyright Hymns are reproduced under CCLI Licence no. 267079 
 
Safeguarding  
If you, or someone you know, has been impacted by abuse or 
has concerns, please speak to the Safeguarding Officer for our 
parish, Yo Davies  
07865 664451; safeguarding@kidhp.org.uk 
or the  
Diocesan Safeguarding Team  
01865 208295; safeguardingreferrals@oxford.anglican.org  


