A Simple Guide to
ST MARY'’S CHURCH KIDLINGTON

Welcome to our lovely church which has been
a place of worship since about 1220.

THE NAVE

The first thing you notice on entering the church is the 14
century Font, where for hundreds of years new souls have
been welcomed into the Christian faith. Next to the font is
the Easter Candle, representing the promise of new life
that Jesus’s resurrection from death brings to all
Christians.

The church is built in cruciform shape to remind us of
Jesus’s death on the cross. Originally, there was a
monastery attached to the church, and only the monks
were allowed into the chancel at the east end of the church
- villagers stood in the nave. The door opposite the
entrance probably lead to the monk’s quarters.



Next to the door is a modern statue of the Madonna,
made in the 1950’s by Stanley Meyer, a church warden,
who lived in Crown Road and had a workshop in his
garden.

Walking towards the altar you will
notice the Parry window on your left
which depicts Faith Hope and Charity.

It is a copy of Sir Joshua Reynolds'
famous window in New College,
Oxford and was installed here in 1898
in memory of Dr Parry, a popular local
doctor.

The early 17* century Pulpit was once a three-decker
pulpit. It is still used occasionally for preaching the sermon
during the Sunday morning service, although the priest will
often preach from the floor nowadays, with the advent of
microphones.

The roof of the Nave was raised in about 1450, and the
clerestory windows installed. The lower line of corbels
(supports) shows the original height of the roof.

Bible readings and prayers are read from the Lectern on
your right. The eagle is the symbol of St John the
Evangelist, and represents the spreading of God’s Word
throughout the world.

In front of you is the modern Altar, made by Kidlington
resident Nicholas Mynheer, where the priest shares the
communion bread and wine with the congregation. This
reminds us of the Last Supper that Jesus shared with his
disciples, when he promised them freedom from the
slavery of sin, and new life in Him.



THE CROSSING

Beyond the modern altar the church divides into a cross
shape, signifying Jesus’ death of the cross.

To the left, behind the pulpit, is the door leading to the Bell
Tower (out of bounds!) Also on your left, on the ceiling
beyond the wooden screen, traces of medieval wall
paintings can be seen, which would once have filled the
church and served to teach ordinary folk Bible stories. In
one place near the pulpit paintings revealed during
restoration work in the 19* century were covered over
again, because they dealt with the seven deadly sins!

To the right in the South Transept is the Soldiers Chapel,
containing memorials to the men lost in the two World
Wars. Next to the South transept is the Lady Chapel
(dedicated to Jesus’ mother, Mary) which contains some
beautiful stone tracery in the windows.

THE CHANCEL

Straight ahead is the area called the Chancel, with the
High Altar at the east end. Nowadays, most services take
place in the nave, although at weddings the bride and
groom usually go up into the chancel to sign the register.

You may have noticed that the archway leading to the
crossing and chancel leans slightly to the right - this
“weeping chancel” represents Christ on the cross, with his
head leaning to one side.

The Chancel is the holiest part of the church, which was
originally reserved for the monks of Osney Abbey, who had
a house next to the church. The ten monks’ stalls date
from about 1250, and on the underside of the seat there
are misericords, on which the monks could prop
themselves up when standing, if they got tired.



The stall fronts are made from old
bench ends that were originally in
the nave.

On your right, on one of the bench
ends, is a carving showing a goat
(Kid), a fish (Ling) and a bale of wool
(Ton), representing the name of the
village, although the actual meaning
of Kidlington is the ton (settlement)
of the people (ingas) of Cydel (their
leader).

Behind the high altar, the East Window contains some
magnificent medieval glass, which was collected and
arranged rather haphazardly in the early 19" century, and
then reorganized in the 1950s. You can read more about
the window in the framed notice on your left.

If you'd like to learn more about the church and its
activities please see our website kidhp.org.uk.

You are very welcome to join us at our Church services
which are held at St Mary’s generally every Sunday at 8.00
am and 10.00am.

Go in Peace in the Name of the Lord



