
Please come and join our
‘Joseph Challenge’ day of fun
and fel lowship on Sunday,

21 st April 2024.
I t is at St Mary’s Church,

Kidl ington from 11 am – 5pm
Everyone welcome, more

detai ls on page 2.
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Funerals

Kenneth Hand 22nd Apri l 1 0am
Maurice Bushnell 1 st May 1 pm

St Mary's Church

St Mary's Refectory wil l be open for Afternoon Summer Teas 3pm - 5pm, 5th May - 8th Sept

Our ‘Joseph Challenge’ day of fun and fellowship is on Sunday, 21 st April 2024.

It is at St Mary’s Church, Kidlington from 11 am – 5pm.

The focus is on fun and fel lowship. Everyone from our three churches is invited. Everyone wil l

be able to get involved. You can choose what you do.

Here are a few ‘Dos’ and ‘Don’ts’ for the actual day:

X Don’t wear anything special – just your normal clothes

 Do come and join us – no pressure – stay as long as you can. (We start at 11 am and finish at 5pm).

 Do bring something to share with others for lunch.

 Do let us know that you are coming (if you can). I f you haven’t already signed up, please

email mrs.clare.morgan@googlemail .com to say that you intend to come.

 Do bring your parent/carer/helper to stay (and get involved) for the day if you need help

and support or supervision. (We can’t take responsibi l ity for any under 1 8s on the day –

children must be supervised at al l times).

 Do bring laughter, your sense of humour and your best smile. You wil l need them. There

wil l be times to l isten, wait and be very patient as we work together to get organised.

 Do bring a copy of the music (if you have one). We wil l have words for everyone and

some music copies for those who want it.

 Do bring a cake (as well as lunch) if you can.

Everyone is invited. Everyone wil l be able to get involved, whether you are nearly nine, ninety-nine or

anywhere in-between. We'l l start working at St Mary's Kidl ington after the morning services with breaks for a

'Bring and Share' lunch and some cake in the afternoon. We'l l have our final run through at around 4.30pm.

FAIR TRADE IS BACK.

We didn't have a Fair Trade stal l in March because of the busyness building up to Easter. But the FT stal l
wil l be back for the joint service in St Mary's on Sunday 28th April.

There wil l be a great range of things to buy
(including the chance to stock up on chocolate again!).

Cash or credit cards accepted so no excuses.
Hope to see you then.

Help your Sunday Service run smoothly

We are looking for additional Duty Wardens to assist in the smooth running of Services at St Mary’s.

Both Sunday Morning and Evensong opportunities are available.

The expectation is that you would be on the Rota once a month (or whatever you can manage).

Please speak to Til ly, Andy or Gary for more detai ls and let Til ly or Steve Handsley know if you are

interested in taking this vital role on.



Artweeks at St Mary's - 4th to 1 2th May

Rogation 3pm Sunday 5th May

Join us for our annual walk of blessing
around our lovely vi l lage. I t is a fun and
special thing to do. We wil l stop to bless
key places in the vil lage: the green,
fields, ponds, a garden, the pub, we

might sing a hymn, say a prayer or read
a poem. At each point we leave a
biodegradeable cross of flowers.

Everyone welcome, including dogs!
Meet outside 39 Oxford Rd, Hampton
Poyle. Finish with tea and cake.

£3.00 voluntary donation.





Notice of our Annual Parochial Church Meetings

In common with al l other charitable bodies the church has to have an annual (general) meeting in which we present

our finances and a report on the year and also elect our church officers. This year our APCM is at 8pm on Wednesday

8th May at St Mary's Kidl ington. We wil l be electing a new warden for St Mary's, several PCC and deanery synod

members, al l the welcoming sidespeople for al l three churches, receiving the electoral rol l , and holding a very brief first

meeting of the new PCC in which we simply set dates for the year ahead.

Wine and soft drink wil l be available.

I f you are on the electoral rol l please consider if you would l ike to stand for election to any of these roles and let one of

the wardens or clergy know so that we can help you fi l l in a nomination form - we need all three churches well

represented.

Notes from PCC Meeting, April 9th 2024

Everything should be in place to advertise for the post of Team Vicar in May. We may therefore have a new

Team Vicar in post by September, or January.

General Synod has authorised prayers for use with couples in “faithful, exclusive, permanent and stable”

same sex marriages; these prayers may be used privately, or within regular services, at the discretion of the

minister.

Same Sex Marriage Blessings have not yet been approved by Synod.

The Annual Accounts for 2023 were approved, subject to audit.

The new heaters have been instal led at St Mary’s Kidl ington.

A Faculty wil l be sought to instal l an electromagnetic tol ler device which wil l enable the hourly chimes to be

heard once more at St Mary’s Kidl ington.

A Note from Felicity on ‘Prayers of Love and Faith’.

I f you fol low the discussions of General Synod you wil l know of the long and deep national conversation over the

church’s response to same sex marriage and whether Anglican ministers can bless same sex marriages in their

churches. This 1 0 year official ‘conversation’ has not yielded a consensus and in response to the long and painful

journey the bishops (who themselves do not al l agree on the issue) wrote a letter of apology to LGBQI+ people saying:

“For the times we have rejected or excluded you, and those you love, we are deeply sorry."

“The occasions on which you have received a hosti le and homophobic response in our churches are shameful and for

this we repent."

“As we have listened, we have been told time and time again how we have failed LGBTQI+ people."

“We have not loved you as God loves you, and that is profoundly wrong."

“We affirm, publicly and unequivocally, that LGBTQI+ people are welcome and valued: we are all chi ldren of God.”

After several General Synod debates Anglican ministers are not yet legal ly al lowed to bless same sex marriages.

Instead we now have a resource compilation of ‘Prayers of Love and Faith’ which clergy may use within an already

existing worship time (ie not a separate occasion special ly for the couple and their guests). These prayers include

prayers of dedication, thanksgiving, and for God’s blessing on friendship, loving relationship, and a home. The bishops

write that “This resource wil l represent a significant move that is intended as a loving and celebratory response to

same-sex couples who are cherished and deeply valued by the Church.”

The prayers are to be used at the discretion of the clergy, and no one is forced to use them who does not wish to, but

we are encouraged to talk with our PCCs about offering them in our parishes if requested.

Personally, I am very wil l ing to use these prayers as feels appropriate if I am asked to do so and many of my clergy

colleagues would also wish to use them if asked (we have not been asked as yet). The PCC has strongly supported us

in this and would also l ike us to be clear and open with congregation members.

As these prayers may only be used in existing worship services, congregations may be more aware of their use than if

they were in separate Saturday occasions.

Please remember that these are prayers to use with couples and not blessings of a marriage. The bishops make the

point that nothing in these prayers changes the official doctrine of the church on marriage.

I am very open to talking about this if anyone would l ike to. Just contact me and we can make a time.

God Bless you all

Fel icity






