
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Holy Communion 

17th March 2024 10am 
St John’s Kidlington 

 

www.kidhp.org.uk                          KidlingtonAnglicanChurches 

 

In this and all our services the indications to sit / stand are invitations not 
instructions. Please adopt whatever posture most suits you. 
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The Gathering 
 
 

 
Opening Hymn: (CA137)  
      

1 Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne; 
hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns 
all music but its own: 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 
 
2 Crown him the Virgin's Son, 
the God incarnate born, 
whose arm those crimson trophies won 
which now his brow adorn: 
Fruit of the mystic Rose, 
as of that Rose the Stem; 
the Root, whence mercy ever flows, 
the Babe of Bethlehem. 
 
3 Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 
those wounds, yet visible above 
in beauty glorified: 
No angel in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends his burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 
 
4 Crown him the Lord of peace, 
whose pow'r a sceptre sways 
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
absorbed in prayer and praise: 
His reign shall know no end, 
and round his piercèd feet 
fair flow'rs of paradise extend 
their fragrance ever sweet. 
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5 Crown him the Lord of years, 
the Potentate of time, 
Creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity. 
 

 
The Greeting 
 
In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 

God shows his love for us 
in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Let us then show our love for him 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess we have failed you as did your first disciples. 
We ask for your mercy and your help. 
 
When we take our ease 
rather than watch with you: 
Lord, forgive us. 
Christ have mercy. 
 
When we bestow a kiss of peace 
yet nurse enmity in our hearts: 
Lord, forgive us. 
Christ have mercy. 
 
When we strike at those who hurt us 
rather than stretch out our hands to bless: 
Lord, forgive us. 
Christ have mercy. 
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When we deny that we know you 
for fear of the world and its scorn: 
Lord, forgive us. 
Christ have mercy. 

 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen           
  

 
Collect 
 
Gracious Father,  
you gave up your Son out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 
that we may know eternal peace 
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 

  
 

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 31: 31-34 
 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the 
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the Lord.  
 
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  
 
34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know 
the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn: (CA646)  
 

1 The kingdom of God is justice and joy; 
For Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 
God's power and glory in Jesus we know; 
And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

2 The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 
The captives are freed, the sinners find place, 
The outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share; 
And hope is awakened in place of despair. 

3 The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: 
Believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
God's love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross: 
Our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 

4 God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; 
In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call; 
And all things cry "Glory!" to God all in all. 

 
 

Gospel Reading John 12:20-33 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord.   
 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 
21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 
 ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’  
22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.  
 
23Jesus answered them,  
‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.  
Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 
27 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this 
hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify 
your name.’  
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Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.’ 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. 
Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’  
 
30Jesus answered,  
‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgement of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’  
 
33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
The Creed 
 

Let us affirm our faith in God, saying together:  
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally be-gotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
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He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

  
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

These responses may be used 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
receive our prayer. 
 

And at the end 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
The Peace 
 
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

We exchange a sign of peace  
 
Preparation of the Table 
 
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  
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Offertory Hymn: (CA535)  
 

1 O sacred Head surrounded 
by crown of piercing thorn! 
O bleeding Head, so wounded, 
so shamed and put to scorn! 
Death’s pallid hue comes o'er thee, 
the glow of life decays, 
yet angel hosts adore thee 
and tremble as they gaze. 
 

2 Thy comeliness and vigour 
is withered up and gone, 
and in thy wasted figure 
I see death drawing on. 
O agony and dying! 
O love to sinners free! 
Jesu, all grace supplying, 
turn thou thy face on me. 
 

3 In this thy bitter passion, 
good Shepherd, think of me 
with thy most sweet compassion, 
unworthy though I be: 
beneath thy cross abiding 
for ever would I rest, 
in thy dear love confiding, 
and with thy presence blest. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer (E) 

 

The Lord be with you  
and also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
always and everywhere to give you thanks,  
almighty and eternal Father. 
For by the mystery of his passion  
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,  
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
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He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels  
and the powers of all creation  
sing for ever the hymn of your glory.  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
  
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
  
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
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Jesus Christ is Lord:  
Lord, by your cross and resurrection  
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world.  

 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

  
Look with favour on your people,  
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
  
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

  
The Lord’s Prayer  

 
Believing the promises of God, 
let us pray with confidence  
as our Saviour has taught us  
 

   Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
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We sing 
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
 

Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion, or a blessing.  
 
Communion is offered in two kinds 
 
 - bread and wine both together by the priest intincting (dipping) the bread for 
you, 
-  or the bread alone followed by the common cup.  
 

If you would like to receive the common cup please give a simple indication so 
that we do not intinct your bread. 
 

 If you do not wish to receive communion we invite you to come forward and 
receive a simple blessing. 
 
 
Hymn during Communion: (CA84)  
 

1 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
fill me with life anew, 
that as you love, so may I love, 
and do what you would do. 
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2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 
until my will is one with yours, 
to do and to endure. 
 
3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
fulfil my heart’s desire, 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with your heavenly fire. 
 
4 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
so shall I never die, 
but live with you the perfect life 
of your eternity. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us 
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 
we do also for you: 
give us the will to be the servant of others 
as you were the servant of all, 
and gave up your life and died for us, 
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen 
 
 

Father of all,  
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, 
he declared your love, 
gave us grace,  
and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Notices, and Junior Church  
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The Blessing 

God go before you, as pathfinder and visionary 
God go behind you, protecting your past 
God go alongside you, as companion and friend;  
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 

 
The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen/ 
  

Final Hymn: (CA572) 
 

1 Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 
 
2 O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight 
and to the rescue came. 
 
3 O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 
which did in Adam fail, 
should strive afresh against the foe, 
should strive and should prevail; 
 
4 And that a higher gift than grace 
should flesh and blood refine, 
God's presence and his very self, 
and essence all-divine. 
 
5 And in the garden secretly, 
and on the cross on high, 
should teach his brethren, and inspire 
to suffer and to die. 
 
6 Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 
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Refreshments: Do stay for a drink and a chat 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team Rector  
Felicity Scroggie, felicity@kidhp.org.uk  
Team Curate  
Susy Brouard, susy@kidhp.org.uk 
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