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The Gathering 
 
Opening Hymn – Restore, O Lord, the honour of Your 
name! 
 
Restore, O Lord, the honour of Your name! 
In works of sovereign power come shake the earth again; 

That men may see, and come with reverent fear 

To the living God, whose kingdom shall outlast the years. 
 

Restore, O Lord, in all the earth Your fame, 

And in our time revive the Church that bears Your name. 
And in Your anger, Lord, remember mercy, 
O living God, whose mercy shall outlast the years. 
 

Bend us, O Lord, where we are hard and cold, 
In Your refiner’s fire come purify the gold. 
Though suffering comes and evil crouches near, 
Still our living God is reigning, He is reigning here. 
 
Graham Kendrick & Chris Rolinson © 1981 Thankyou Music. CCL Licence No. 267062 

 

The president says 
 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

The Greeting 
 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
and also with you. 

 Prayers of Penitence 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and 
faith. 
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Silence is kept.  
 
Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Against you, you only have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
 
Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Collect 
Let us pray. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 
Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered 

pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. For it is written, 

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is 

the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world?  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe.  For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom,  but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles,  but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God.  For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Reading 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
John 2: 13-22 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, 

and doves, and the money-changers seated at their 

tables.  Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 

temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 

coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables.  He 

told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of 

here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’  His 
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disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house 

will consume me.’  The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can 

you show us for doing this?’  Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy 

this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’  The Jews then 

said, ‘This temple has been under construction for forty-six 

years, and will you raise it up in three days?’  But he was 

speaking of the temple of his body.  After he was raised from 

the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and 

they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 



 Page 6 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  

 
These responses may be used 

 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Or 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
And at the end 

 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 

 
The Peace  

 
Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 
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The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 and also with you. 

 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  

 
  

Preparation of the Table 
 

Offertory Hymn – All heaven declares 

All heaven declares  

The glory of the risen Lord 

Who can compare  
With the beauty of the Lord? 

For ever He will be 

The Lamb upon the throne 

I gladly bow the knee 

And worship Him alone 

 

I will proclaim 

The glory of the risen Lord 

Who once was slain 

To reconcile man to God 

For ever You will be 

The Lamb upon the throne 

I gladly bow the knee 

And worship You alone. 
 
Trisha Richards © 1987 Thankyou Music. CCL Licence No. 267062 

 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  
 

Almighty God, 
your beloved Son, for love of us, willingly offered himself 
to endure the cross, its agony and shame: 
give us grace to take up our cross 
and to follow him in humility and love; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Eucharistic Prayer E 
 

The Lord be with you  
and also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  

 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right and good 
to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For in these forty days 
you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace 
and learn to be your people once again. 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others 
into the radiant splendour of your love. 
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
with joyful hearts and minds 
we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
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and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of  
your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you.  
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you,  
gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
  
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with St Mary the Virgin,  
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St John the Baptist and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
  
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life,  
whoever eats this bread will live forever.  
Lord, our hearts hunger for you;  

In our homes, separated as we are, 
Feed us, and give us this bread always.  
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
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Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
The Body of Christ, broken for you. 
The Blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Merciful Lord, 
grant your people grace to withstand the temptations 
of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
We say together 
 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Sending Out 
The Dismissal 

 
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Final Hymn  Tell out my soul 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord: 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name: 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might: 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word: 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and for evermore. 
 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926-) 
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